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     Archaeology Resources for Teachers  
 

                                           

   This document provides educators with some selected 
resources that they might want to consult for integrating archaeology into their 
classrooms.  This is by no means a complete list, but is meant to be a starting 
point for educators.  Materials and sources are targeted for a variety of school 
age students. 
 

  General Resources- these are resources which teachers might 
consider for use in planning archaeology classroom activities, lesson plans, etc. 
 

• The Intriguing Past, Fundamentals of Archaeology.  A Teacher’s Guide for 
fourth through seventh grades.  By Smith et al.   U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 

• Archaeology in the Classroom: A Teacher Resource Manual (2nd Edition). By 
Margo Muhl Davis, 2001.  Archaeological Institute of America. 

• Archeology and Education: The Classroom and Beyond.  Edited by KC Smith 
and Francis P. McManamon, 1991.  U.S. Department of the Interior, National 
Park Service. 

• History Beneath the Sea: Nautical Archaeology in the Classroom.  Edited by 
KC Smith and Amy Douglas, 2001.  Society for American Archaeology Public 
Education Committee. 
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• Archaeologists at Work: A Teacher’s Guide to Classroom Archaeology.  Robin 
Lanes and Joanna Moyar, 1996 (Second Edition).  Alexandria Archaeology 
Publications #48. 

• Archaeology in Indiana- the Early Years.  The Indiana Historian, June 1999. 
Indiana Historical Bureau. 

• Archaeology in Indiana- the Science Today. The Indiana Historian, 
December 1999.  Indiana Historical Bureau. 

• Early Peoples of Indiana.   James R. Jones III, Ph.D. and Amy L. Johnson, 
2003 (2nd printing).  Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Div. of 
Historic Preservation and Archaeology. 

• Archaeology Thematic Unit.  Mary Ellen Sterling, 1994.  Teacher Created 
Materials. 

• Discovering the Past Through Archaeology, A Classroom Simulation.  Colonial 
Williamsburg. 

• Digging and Discovery: Wisconsin Archaeology, Student Reader and 
Teacher’s Guide.  Diane Young Holliday and Bobby Malone, 1997. State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

• Archaeology Education Handbook: Sharing the Past with Kids, Karolyn E. 
Smardz and Shelley J. Smith, 2000.  AltaMira Press. 

 

  Web Resources – these internet sites provide information on                   
resources for educators to utilize, training for teachers, resources available, etc. 
 

• http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/archeomonth/home.htm  Division of Historic 
Preservation and Archaeology.  Information about Indiana Archaeology 
Month, resources, sites to visit, and much more. 

• http://www.blm.gov/heritage/project_archaeology.htm  Project Archaeology 
Webpage, Bureau of Land Management. 

• http://www.indiana.edu/~archaeo/bone_bank Information about research at 
the Bone Bank and Hovey Lake archaeological sites in southern Indiana. 
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• http://www.usi.edu/extserv/archlgy/  Information about Archaeology 
Learning Kits and Videos about the Hovey Lake site excavations.  For 
Teachers & Students, grades 3-9. 

• http://www.nsta.org/ National Science Teacher’s Association. 
• http://www.archaeological.org/webinfo.php?page=10000 Archaeological 

Institute of America. 
• http://www.nmnh.si.edu/departments/anthro.html/outreach/outrch1.html#t

eaching Smithsonian Institution’s Department of Anthropology, Teaching and 
Learning Anthropology. 

• http://www.saa.org/Education/index.html Society for American 
Archaeology- Education Section. 

• http://www.saa.org/education/edumat.html Society for American 
Archaeology- Educational Materials available. 

• http://www.eiteljorg.org/TRG.html Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians 
and Western Art.  Excellent teacher guide titled Mihtohseenionki (The 
People’s Place) Teacher Resource Guide is available on line. The guide, 
complete with lesson plans and other resources, focuses on Native Peoples of 
the Indiana region, past to present. 

• http://www.saa.org/PubEdu/a&pe/index.html  Society for American 
Archaeology- Archaeology and Public Education, an internet based 
newsletter posted quarterly featuring information on archaeology education 
issues, upcoming programs and workshops, news and notes, and state 
archaeology celebrations. 

• http://educate.si.edu/resources/lessons/art-to-zoo/arch/cover.html 
Smithsonian Institution archaeology lesson plan. 

• http://www.saa.org/Whatis/arch&you/cover.html Society for American 
Archaeology.  Internet based publication that describes the discipline of 
archaeology, career information, and how to become involved in 
archaeological projects locally or nationally. 

• http://www.saa.org/Aboutsaa/Committees/n-penet.html  Society for 
American Archaeology, Roster of Network Coordinators.  List of individuals 
representing nearly every state and province in North America who can be 
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contacted for details about local archaeology education resources and 
activities. 

• http://www.saa.org/pubedu/sampler/toc.html Society for American 
Archaeology.  Teaching Archaeology: A Sampler for Grades 3 to 12.  A mini 
teaching manual with lesson plans and resource information to help educators 
introduce archaeology to precollegiate youths. 

• http://www.saa.org/PubEdu/introduction.html Society of American 
Archaeology.  Guidelines for the Evaluation of Archaeology Education 
Materials.  A set of suggested criteria and useful facts to apply when 
evaluating or developing educational materials on archaeology. 

• http://archnet.asu.edu/archnet ArchNet- a virtual library on a variety of 
archaeological subjects. 

• http://www.mtsu.edu/~then/Archeology A webpage for educators who want 
to know more about incorporating archaeology into their classrooms. 

• http://www.uark.edu/campus-resources/archinfo/flyers.html Arkansas 
Archeological Survey- information about teacher resources, teaching 
archaeology, etc. 

• http://www.nmnh.si.edu/anthro/outreach/outrch1.html Anthropology 
Outreach Office, Smithsonian Institution.  Teaching and Learning webpage 
which provides information on leaflets, bibliographies, and teacher’s packets 
on a variety of anthropological topics.  

• http://www.nps.gov/efmo/parks/4606.htm Effigy Mounds National 
Monument webpage with archaeology lesson plans. 

• http://www.sil.si.edu/SILPublications/Anthropology-K12/index.htm 
Anthropology on the Internet for K-12.   

• http://www.in.gov/ism/Education/TeachersResources/Workshops.asp 
Indiana State Museum’s Teacher Resources- workshops (grades k-12) that 
include those about Native Americans, archaeology, and other topics. 

• http://www.in.gov/ism/Education/TeachersResources/LessonPlans.asp 
Indiana State Museum’s Teacher Resources- lesson plans (grades k-12) that 
include topics such as Lick Creek African American Settlement (archaeology 
and history), and other subjects. 
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• http://www.in.gov/ism/Education/teacherEnrich.asp  Indiana State Museum, 
Teacher Enrichment- information about Project Archaeology Teacher 
Workshop opportunities and more. 

• http://www.in.gov/ism/Education/homeSchools.asp Indiana State Museum, 
Home Schools.  Information about available programs and resources for 
home schooling. 

• http://www.anthro.mankato.msus.edu/information/lessonplans/index.shtml 
Lesson Plan Bank of lesson plans on topics such as anthropology, archaeology, 
etc. 

• http://www.state.ky.us/agencies/khc/resources.htm Kentucky 
Archaeological Survey- Resources for teaching about archaeology. 

• http://oha.ci.alexandria.va.us/archaeology/ar-programs-activities.html 
Alexandria Archaeology Museum’s Educational Activities for Home or 
Classroom.   

• http://edsitement.neh.fed.us/tab_lesson.asp?subjectArea=1&subcategory=2 
National Endowment for the Humanities’ archaeology and Native American 
lesson plans. 

• http://www.ihc4u.org/htgAC.htm Indiana Humanities Council.  Information 
on their archaeology Humanities to Go kits. 

• http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/topic.htm#arch National Park Service’s 
Teaching with Historic Places archaeology lesson plans. 

• http://www.museum.state.il.us/ismdepts/anthro/dlcfaq.html Frequently 
asked questions and answers about a career in archaeology. 

• http://www.rom.on.ca/digs/longhouse/index.html Royal Ontario Museum’s 
Homes of the Past The Archaeology of an Iroquoian Longhouse.   

• http://www.oiep.bia.edu/ Office of Indian Education Programs, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs.  Information on excellent sources of resources for 
classroom teaching activities on American Indians. 

• http://archaeology.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2
Fwww.heidelberg.edu%2Foffices%2Fchma%2Ffallen-
timbers%2FPlan2%2FPlanContents.html Archaeology lessons for classroom 
application, from Heidelberg College. 
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• http://www.publicarchaeology.com/default2.html Various archaeology lesson 
plans. 

• http://www.iupui.edu/~geni/ Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana, Inc..  
Various lesson plans available on archaeology, anthropology, and more. 

• http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/ancienthis.html Discovery School 
web’s archeology, forensic archaeology, and other lesson plans. 

• http://www.lessonplanspage.com/index.html Many lesson plans available on 
topics such as Native Americans, history and more. 

• http://www.tcha.mus.in.us/school.htm Information on school programs 
available at the Tippecanoe County Historical Association- includes 
archaeology, history, and Native American topics. 

• http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/archaeological/shipwre
cks.html Information for children and teachers on archaeology and historic 
shipwrecks in the Gulf of Mexico. From the Minerals Management Service of 
the Department of the Interior.  

• http://teachinteract.com/index.asp Information about products and lesson 
plan information on cultural history, archaeology and more. 

 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
402 W. Washington Street, Room W274 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739 
317/232-1646 www.IN.gov/dnr/historic 
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